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W
inston’s Race

K
ey W

ord: K
now

s

V
erse: I am

 the good shepherd. T
he good shepherd lays dow

n his life for the sheep.
John 10:11

W
inston really w

anted to w
in the

sports day race. H
e had really practiced

hard and then he prayed. B
efore he

w
ent to sleep he closed his eyes and

said, “P
lease G

od, m
ake m

e w
in the

race.” W
hen the day cam

e, everyone
set off. W

inston w
as behind at first,

then he w
as ahead of everyone. H

e w
as

alm
ost at the finish line w

hen he
tripped and fell. T

here w
as a pain in his

leg and he scream
ed. W

inston quickly
found him

self in the hospital.
H

is leg w
as broken. T

he doctor said
it w

ould have to go into a cast. W
inston

w
as very disappointed about the race.

“I’ll never pray again,” he thought to
him

self. “G
od is supposed to be a good

shepherd and I am
 one of his little

lam
bs, but he doesn’t care about m

e.
H

e didn’t let m
e w

in the race, even
though I asked and asked. H

e even
m

ade m
e fall over and break m

y leg.”
It w

as m
onths before W

inston could
run again. W

hen his leg cam
e out of

the cast, his knee w
as stiff and his leg

w
as thin. T

he therapist said his m
uscles

needed building up, but she didn’t tell
him

 that it w
ould be painful. M

any
tim

es W
inston w

anted to give up on his
exercises because they hurt so m

uch.
H

e thought his leg w
ould never be like

the other one again. B
ut he w

orked
hard and eventually began to w

alk
w

ithout his crutches. 

W
hen the therapy w

as over W
inston

found he couldn’t run very w
ell. H

e
rem

em
bered the training he had done

for the race and he started to run again
in the evenings, very slow

ly at first and
not very far, but he kept building up
each day. H

e found he w
as enjoying all

his physical exertion.
W

hen sports day cam
e the next year,

W
inston entered the race. H

e didn’t
w

in, but he cam
e in third. H

e knew
 that

if he kept w
orking he w

ould w
in even-

tually. W
hen the prizes w

ere given out,
W

inston heard his nam
e called.

“You’ve w
on the best race of all,

W
inston,” said his teacher. “W

e’ve all
w

atched you struggle, but you never
gave up. You’ve w

on a race against
yourself and you’ve learned to be
strong and courageous. You w

ill have
that strength for the rest of your life,
and this trophy is for your courage.”

It w
as the biggest thrill of W

inston’s
life. W

hen he got hom
e, he w

ent to his
bedroom

 and knelt dow
n beside his

bed and closed his eyes. “T
hank you,

G
od,” he w

hispered quietly.

Q
uestions

W
hy w

as W
inston a true w

inner?

W
hat does Jesus m

ean w
hen he says

he is our
G

ood Shepherd?
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C
om

plete this crossw
ord puzzle using the clues from

 today’s G
ospel story.

R
ead the clues, then fill in the squares below

 w
ith the answ

ers.
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S
olve the puzzle (a verse from

 today’s G
ospel story) by figuring out the code

and placing the corresponding letter in the space above that num
ber. Tw

o letters
have been done for you.

M
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z
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u
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z
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T
he shepherd needs to find his sheep so he can protect them

 from
 harm

 and the
w

olves and lions and bears that are lurking about. H
elp the shepherd find his

w
ay by draw

ing a line from
 him

 to his sheep.
1

4

5
6

2
3

A
C

R
O

S
S

1. Shepherds w
atch over these. 

2. Another nam
e for God.

4. Sheep listen for the shepherd’s ___. (v.16)
5. The ___ ___ runs aw

ay. (v.13)

D
O

W
N

1. He lays dow
n his life for the sheep. (v.11)

2. Som
e sheep do not belong to this ___. (v.16)

3. Because Jesus lays his life dow
n, it gives 

us ___.
6. Jesus can lay his life ___ for his sheep. (v.17)

___    ___ ___    ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ .
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